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Interventions to Identify HIV-Positive People through Partner 
Counseling and Referral Services 

Task Force Finding 

Task Force Finding (February 2005)* 
The Community Preventive Services Task Force therefore recommends the use of provider-referral partner 
notification—in which a healthcare provider or other public health professional contacts and notifies partners who have 
been identified by an infected individual—on the basis of sufficient evidence of effectiveness in increasing HIV testing 
and identification of previously undiagnosed HIV-positive individuals. The effectiveness of patient or contract referral 
could not be determined, because too few studies of adequate quality were available. No evidence of harms as a result 
of PCRS were found in the literature, but the paucity of evidence in this area requires continued attention to harms such 
as partner violence, both from clinical and research perspectives. 

*From the following publication: 
Task Force on Community Preventive Services. Recommendations to increase testing and identification of HIV-positive individuals through partner 
counseling and referral services. Am J Prev Med 2007;33(2S):S88. 
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Disclaimer 
The findings and conclusions on this page are those of the Community Preventive Services Task Force and do not necessarily 
represent those of CDC. Task Force evidence-based recommendations are not mandates for compliance or spending. Instead, they 
provide information and options for decision makers and stakeholders to consider when determining which programs, services, and 
policies best meet the needs, preferences, available resources, and constraints of their constituents. 
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